
 

 

 

 

 

                 

Re: Autumn Term Return to School 

Dear parents/carers, 

We are delighted to be able to open to pupils from Tuesday 25th August. 

Staggered start dates for Years 1-6 are as follows: 
 

Monday 24th August - INSET (training day) for all staff. 

Tuesday 25th August - School opens for: Class 3 (Mr Cooper), Class 4 (Mr Patching & Miss Webster), Class 6 (Mrs Sheldon) 

and Class 9 (Mrs Cotterill). 

Wednesday 26th August - School opens for: Class 1 (Mrs Parker & Mrs Chapman), Class 2 (Miss Wrench), Class 5 (Mrs 

Godsell), Class 7 (Miss Farrar) and Class 8 (Miss Brown). 

By Wednesday therefore, all pupils from Y1-6 will be in school.  

 
Stay and Play transition dates for new EYFS (Reception) pupils: 
 

Group A: Wednesday 26th August - 1.30-2.30. 

Group B: Thursday 27th August - 1.30-2.30. 

Group C: Friday 28th August - 1.30-2.30. 

 
Reception pupils will officially start school full-time the following week: 
 

Group A: Tuesday 1st September. 

Group B: Wednesday 2nd September. 

Group C: Thursday 3rd September. 

By Thursday 3rd September therefore, all EYFS pupils will be in school. 

 
Arrival and Collection Arrangements: There will be ‘windows’ rather than individual set times per class to facilitate sibling 
collection.  
 
Timings may be amended in the light of review, and as routines become embedded. 
 
Pupils in classes assigned to Group 1 should arrive between 8.35-8.45am and be collected between 2.50-3.00pm.  
Pupils in Group 2 should arrive between 8.45-8.55am and be collected between 3.05-3.15pm.  
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We are directing pupils straight into school in the morning to avoid congestion.  
 
At home-time, we will need to accommodate 90+ adults in the KS1 parent waiting area and therefore we would ask that 
your use all of the grassed area to stand 1m+ apart please. Pupils will be dismissed class by class, starting with Zone 1 
through to Zone 3 and therefore you are welcome to move into view once your child’s class has been called out.   
 
If parents of Group 2 children arrive at school notably early, please could you wait outside the main school gates until your 
allocated times to avoid over-crowding.  
 
Parents of siblings in different groups should arrive at 8.45am and collect at 3.00pm so that all children in a family can be 
released together at ‘over-lap’ times. We will arrange for parents of EYFS children with older siblings to wait in a separate 
EYFS parent zone on the grassed area. 
 
Timings and Organisation for each of the ‘Class Bubbles’ are as follows: Please note that we are not shortening the school 
day re: our legal requirements, but are instead adjusting timings or reducing break and lunchtime to accommodate 
staggered schedules.  

Staff will be at the school entrance to ‘meet and greet’ you each morning/afternoon, and help you navigate your way 
around the one-way system on the first day. After the first couple of days, we’re confident that it will all make sense! 

Group 1 

Class Arrival Time Departure 
Time 

Drop Off/Collection Point 

6 8.35-8.45am 2.50-3.00pm a.m. Parents drop pupils off at the main gate - pupils enter via the Lower Key 
Stage 2 verandah door at the top of the main pathway  
 
p.m. Parents wait in the KS1 playground Collection Zone  – pupils line up on the 
KS1 playground Zone 3    
 

8 8.35-8.45am 2.50-3.00pm a.m. Parents drop off at main gate and staff direct pupils to the Key Stage 2 
playground and straight into class 
 
p.m. Parents can collect from the KS2 playground or pupils will filter out to walk 
home by themselves/get collected out of school by prior arrangement 
 

1 8.35-8.45am 2.50-3.00pm a.m. Parents use the KS1 playground Hug and Go Zone for a quick drop off - 
pupils enter through the KS1 foyer door       
 
p.m. Parents wait in the KS1 playground Collection Zone  - pupils line up on the 
KS1 playground Zone 1    

  

2 8.35-8.45am 2.50-3.00pm a.m. Parents use the KS1 playground Hug and Go Zone for a quick drop off - 
pupils enter through the KS1 foyer door     
   
p.m. Parents wait in the KS1 playground Collection Zone  - pupils line up on the 
KS1 playground Zone 2    
      

4 8.35-8.45am 2.50-3.00pm a.m. Parents drop pupils off at the main gate - pupils enter via the Lower Key 
Stage 2 verandah door at the bottom of the main pathway  
 
p.m. Parents collect from the KS2 playground and then exit via the one-way 
system  
 

 



 

Group 2 

Class Arrival Time Departure 
Time 

Drop Off/Collection Point 

7 8.45-8.55am 3.05-3.15pm a.m. Parents drop pupils off at the main gate - pupils enter via the Lower Key 
Stage 2 verandah door at the top of the main pathway 

 
p.m. Parents wait in the KS1 playground Collection Zone  - pupils line up on the 

KS1 playground Zone 2 or pupils can walk home by themselves/get collected 
out of school by prior arrangement       

  

5 8.45-8.55am 3.05-3.15pm a.m. Parents drop pupils off at the main gate - pupils enter via the Lower Key 
Stage 2 verandah door at the bottom of the main pathway 

 
p.m. Parents wait in the KS1 playground Collection Zone  - pupils line up on the 

KS1 playground Zone 1  
 
 

3 8.45-8.55am 3.05-3.15pm a.m. Parents use the KS1 playground Hug and Go Zone for a quick drop off - 
pupils enter through the Class 3 outside door       

 
p.m. Parents wait in the KS1 playground Collection Zone  - pupils line up on the 

KS1 playground Zone 3   
       

9 8.45-8.55am 3.05-3.15pm a.m. Parents drop off at main gate and staff direct pupils to the Key Stage 2 
playground and straight into class 

 
p.m. Parents can collect from the KS2 playground or pupils will filter out to walk 

home by themselves/get collected out of school by prior arrangement 
 

 

EYFS 

Class Arrival Time Departure Time Drop Off/Collection Point 

EYFS (Green Apples/Red 
Apples) 

8.55am 2.40-2.50pm a.m. Parents use the KS1 playground Hug and Go Zone to 
wait in. EYFS staff will line pupils up in Zones 2 & 3 and 

then escort children into class.    
   

p.m. Parents wait in the KS1 playground Collection Zone  
- pupils will be dismissed by staff from Zones 2 & 3  

 

Managing parents/visitors - In line with DFE guidance, we have to advise parents of the following: 

 Drop off/pick up times need to be strictly adhered to please in order to maintain social distancing and to make our 
system work effectively. This is especially important at the end of the school day where we need to ensure that pupils 
from Group 1 are collected from the playground on time so that the same zones can then be used by Group 2 children 
departing school five minutes later. If you know that you will be late arriving at school, please contact the school office. 



 

 We are asking parents of pupils in Key Stage 2 to drop children off at the main gate in the morning in order to avoid 
congestion on site. Class teachers will also be outside each morning to ‘meet and greet’. You are of course welcome to 
pass on any urgent messages to staff manning entrance points.  

 We are continuing to use the one-way system for parents to ensure that any circulation routes have a limited number of 
people using them at any time. Entry to the school site will still be via the main drive pathway, whether walking round 
to KS1 or through the car-park for KS2. To exit the site, we would ask all parents/pupils to leave via the KS1 playground 
gate.  

 For morning drop offs in KS1, we have a ‘Hug and Go’ zone for parents to say a quick goodbye to their children. We 
would politely ask that you vacate the site as soon as your child has made their way into school so that we can keep the 
site uncongested. (We have potentially 300 parents to accommodate now within three time slots).  

 Parents are also politely asked not to congregate by the school gates please, again to support social distancing. 

 Only one adult should accompany a child to school please in order to keep the number of parents/carers on the school 
site to a minimum. 

 In order to manage social distancing, visits into school are discouraged unless absolutely urgent. Wherever possible, 
please email or phone the school office with your enquiry, or speak to Mrs Shields or Mrs Daft who are on duty at drop 
off/pick up points. 

General Information 

 Whilst we relaxed our uniform policy slightly during the Summer Term, from August we will be returning to our usual 
uniform policy in the Autumn Term. DFE guidance states that uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than 
usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using methods which are different from normal. All pupils will need to have a 
full PE kit in school. Pupils in Key Stage 2 should bring in a pair of ‘outdoor shoes’ to change in to for field use at break 
and lunchtime (this footwear needs to be different to their school shoes and trainers/pumps used for PE please). 

 As mentioned in July’s letter, cloakrooms back onto corridors and therefore space is at a premium whilst increased 
hand-washing routines are being implemented. Only pupils in Year 5 and 6 may bring in their own small school bags – 
other pupils are asked to use a school logo blue book bag. Pupils are asked to limit the amount of equipment they 
bring into school each day and should not bring in other possessions apart from a lunch box, reading book, cap/hat, 
homework book, mobile phone (if necessary) and/or a water bottle i.e. no card games, sticker albums, soft toys etc.  
 

 Pupils should bring in a labelled water bottle as the water fountains are still out of use. 

 Each child will still have in their own ‘essential’ equipment in a plastic pocket to prevent the sharing of stationery 
where possible. Classroom based resources, such as books and games, can now be used and shared within class 
bubbles provided these are cleaned regularly.  

 

 Reading books will now be sent home. 

 

 Safeguarding procedures will remain the same, and Lockdown and Fire Evacuation procedures will be discussed with 

pupils on their return. 

 

 

 



 

 Extra-curricular provision – we will not be resuming any breakfast and after-school provision until pupils have settled 
into their new routines. After the first 2-3 weeks, we will evaluate how things are running in school and respond flexibly 
to offering wraparound care, ideally building this up over time. However, despite the benefits of wraparound care, not 
least our ability to support working parents, running both wraparound care and after-school sports/music clubs is 
logistically challenging for schools, particularly as clubs normally offer support across year groups, where parents are 
using multiple providers, or where childminders are picking up/dropping off pupils. At the moment, mixing pupils from 
a large number of year groups is not advised as a more secure protective measure is to keep children within their class 
bubbles where possible.  

 

 Peripatetic music staff will not be used initially for the first half of the Autumn Term – this arrangement will be kept 
under review. 

 Whilst the DFE  guidance allows non-overnight domestic educational visits, we have decided as a school not to 
participate in any external visits for the Autumn Term 

 We have been asked to advise parents to limit the number of different wraparound providers they access, as far as 

possible. Where parents use childcare providers or out of school activities for their children, parents are encouraged to 

seek assurance that the providers are carefully considering their own protective measures, and to only use those providers 

that can demonstrate this.  

 

 Wearing a face mask in school is not recommended by Public Health England although this will be kept under review. 

 

 Sadly, as we are limiting the number of visitors to the school site, there will be no community events until we are advised 

that it is safe to invite parents/carers into school e.g. Meet the Teacher, Grandparents’ Day. The Parents’ Evening in 

October will need to be reviewed in the light of national events.  

 

The organisation of pupils 

 We have organised classrooms and other learning environments so that we are maintaining 1m+ space between seats 

and desks, which face the front of the classroom, and will be shared by two pupils. 

 Staff have been asked to maintain 2m social distancing between other adults/staff  and to aim for 1m+ social 
distancing from pupils /when circumstances allow. We will be limiting the time spent within 1m to anyone to 15 
minutes e.g. 1:1 working for IEP work, individual reading. 

 It is deemed acceptable by the DFE for pupils in Class Bubbles to not socially distance amongst themselves. 

  

 Pupils will remain in the same class bubbles each day. However, the DFE guidance allows the mixing of pupils into 

wider groups for specialist teaching. Therefore, a very small number of children from across the key stage phase may 

be mixed in order to undertake intervention work/group booster activities with staff. 
 

 There will be staggered break and lunch-times to reduce social interaction and washroom congestion with the KS1/2 

playground and field divided into zoned play areas for each class bubble. 

 Each group no longer needs to have its own toilet block or specific doors to use to enter/exit the building. 



 

 There will be no whole school assemblies whilst social distancing measures are in place, and singing is not permitted. 
Instead, pupils will have class assemblies focusing on well-being and personal development.  

Lunch arrangements 

 Whilst we are very keen to be able to offer pupils a hot meal at lunchtime, logistically this is impossible whist DFE 

guidance advises that class bubbles should be kept apart during the school day. All EYFS, Y1 and Y2 pupils are eligible 

for Universal Free School Meals and will therefore be offered a pack-up prepared by the catering team. Pupils eligible 

for Free School Meals will also be offered a pack-up. A school pack up can also be booked for pupils in Key Stage 2. 

Please book/pay via School Money. Alternatively, children can bring in their own lunch from home. Pupils will eat their 

lunch at their desks prior to going outside at 12.30. 

Health & Hygiene 

 All classes will still have the following: anti-bac spray and wipes to clean desks, cloths, tissues, hand-wash and anti-bac 
gel. We will be frequently cleaning surfaces that children are touching, such as toys, books, desks, chairs, doors, sinks, 
toilets, light switches etc. 

 We will continue to ensure that all adults and children frequently wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds 
and dry thoroughly; pupils will clean their hands on arrival at school, before and after eating, before and after play-time, 
after sneezing or coughing etc. 

 We are enforcing our previous policy of sending any member of the school with a high temperature home immediately. 

 We are strictly enforcing the 48hr period rule for after symptoms have stopped for all sickness, diarrhoea etc. We are 
requesting that any member of the school with minor ailments unrelated to COVID-19 e.g. a mild cold, does not attend 
school if they are unwell. 

 Resources that are shared between classes or bubbles, such as sports, art and science equipment will be 
cleaned frequently and meticulously and always between bubbles, or rotated to allow them to be left unused 
and out of reach for a period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) between use by different bubbles. 

 

COVID-19 Health Instructions and the Test and Trace Process 

 All members of the school community must inform the Headteacher if they suspect that they or a family member have 
Coronavirus or are showing strong symptoms. 
 

 Pupils, staff and other adults must not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or have 
tested positive in the last 10 days. 

 

 If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change 
in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance 
for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’, which sets out that they must self-isolate 
for at least 10 days and should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 

 Public Health England is clear that routinely taking the temperature of pupils is not recommended as this is an 
unreliable method for identifying coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 



 

 Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test.  
 

 If someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed 
coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of their 
symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. 
This is because a cough or anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from 
the day when they first became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their 
temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for the full 
14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 

 

 Parents are asked to provide details of anyone they or their child have been in close contact with if they were to test 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace.  

 

 Parents/pupils must self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms or someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 

 Tests can be booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via 
NHS 119 for those without access to the internet. 

 

 Parents should inform school immediately of the results of a test if someone tests negative; if they feel well and no 
longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus (COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another virus, 
such as a cold or flu – in which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better. Other 
members of their household can stop self-isolating. 

 

Pupils unable to return to school 

 A small number of pupils will still be unable to attend school in line with public health advice because they are self-

isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves; or because they are a close contact of someone 

who has coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 

 Some pupils no longer required to shield but who generally remain under the care of a specialist health professional 

may need to discuss their care with their health professional before returning to school. Where a pupil is unable to 

attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public health advice, access to remote education will be 

offered and absence will not be penalised. 

 

Attendance 

 Now that circumstances have changed, it is vital for all children to return to school to minimise as far as possible the 

longer-term impact of the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing and wider development. School attendance will 

therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the Autumn term. However, for parents who remain anxious about 

sending their child back to school in August, we will work with you to secure a return to school after reassurance of risk 

measures etc. 

 

Teaching and Learning during the Autumn Term 

To mitigate the impact of the Covid-19 lockdown, the SLT has put together a framework for curriculum recovery. The 

framework proposes a revised school calendar and curriculum re-organisation and trimming as some of the strategies to 

create opportunities for curriculum recovery 



 

‘Rainbow: A Recovery Curriculum’ allows our pupils to ‘learn how to learn’ once again by re-engaging in learning through 

play and engaging activities. Our children will be given the time and space they individually require to transition 

successfully back into school.   

The recovery curriculum is based on the work of Barry Carpenter and the Evidence for Learning team: ‘A Recovery 
Curriculum: Loss and Life for our children and schools post pandemic’.   
 
The aims of the framework are:  

 To build trust and relationships   

 To learn how to socially interact with adults and peers   

 To learn how to follow a structure and routine   

 To learn how to co-regulate or self-regulate emotions and behaviours   

 To engage in learning 

 

The purpose of the recovery curriculum framework and subsequently revised short term planning is to:  

 Ensure that meaningful teaching proceeds during the Autumn Term  

 Assist teachers with guided pacing and sequencing of curriculum content and assessment  

 Enable teachers to cover the essential core content in each phase within the available time  

 Address assessment overload to recoup time loss 

 Assist teachers with planning for the different forms of assessment  

 Ensure learners are adequately prepared for the subsequent year in terms of content, skills, knowledge, attitudes, 

and values 

In short, the overarching aim of the framework is to ensure that the critical skills, knowledge, values and attitudes for each 

year group are covered over a reduced time-period to enable lost learning to be caught up. 

 

 The recovery curriculum will be delivered through a cross curricular approach, with structured, motivating 

activities.   

 There will be a focus on children’s wellbeing and mental health. 

 ‘Catch up’ content delivered in the Autumn, based on the previous year’s objectives, must lead to the acquisition of 

values, attitudes, skills and knowledge that are considered useful for transition to the current year group objectives 

in order to support progression. 

 As such, English and Maths will be re-introduced in a functional way, initially focusing on the non-negotiable key 

concepts, knowledge and skills that are the most important components for progression; key learning objectives 

that all pupils need to understand before being able to start a new concept. 

 The Maths recovery curriculum will focus heavily on Number in the first instance. Over the academic year however, 

pupils will take part in a range of mathematical enrichment days to enable them to be more fully immersed in to a 

particular topic of mathematics e.g. measures, fractions, shape.  

 Our long-term overview for Maths takes in to account learning objectives missed and those that need revising; 

within this we have referred to the DfE Mathematics Guidance to ensure all pre-requisites are covered during our 

mathematics lessons.   

 Our recovery curriculum for English focuses on structuring cohesive sentences accurately, using accurate 

punctuation relevant to each year group. Aspects of GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) will be taught 

through explicit lessons and focused on through modelled writing.  

 In terms of reading, the focus will be on question types and analysing the texts in different ways with specific 

attention paid to the pace of children's reading alongside expression and sight reading skills. 



 

 For the Foundation subjects, where possible, concepts and knowledge missed from Year B topics will be 

incorporated into Year A topics, taught at a later date or covered again within the key stage.  

 In addition to planned opportunities for learning, staff will look for opportunities to support and develop incidental 

learning in all situations. We know that when children are engaged when their learning is deeper and more 

meaningful.   

A full copy of our Recovery Curriculum Action Plan will be available on the school’s website from the start of term, along 

with an updated Covid-19 Risk Assessment.  

A powerpoint/PDF, which will be used with pupils on their first day back, will be uploaded to the website week beginning 

17th August once new photographs to show arrival/collection points, classroom layout and playground zones etc. have been 

added. 

 
Kind Regards 

 

Fiona Shields 

Headteacher 


