
 

            Scientific & Technological Understanding 

Science: Rocks, Soils & Fossils. In the role of 
Scientists from the Ministry of Strange Objects, they 
will: 

- Compare and group together different kinds of 
rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple 
physical properties 
- Learn, in simple terms, how fossils are formed. 
- Recognise that soils are made from rocks and 
organic matter. 

Pupils will work scientifically by: observing rocks 
and exploring how and why they might have 
changed over time; using a hand lens or microscope 
to help them to identify and classify rocks according 
to whether they have grains or crystals, and 
whether they have fossils in them. Pupils will 
research and discuss the different kinds of living 
things whose fossils are found in sedimentary rock 
and explore how fossils are formed. 

IT: Using the Internet to find out key facts, revising 
the basics of using search engines effectively, 
understanding how results are selected and ranked 
and evaluating digital content. 

D&T: Designing and making a winch and pulley 
system, which can then be tested and evaluated. 

 

Historical, Geographical and Social 
Understanding 

History: The history of the Earth – Pupils 
will learn about what the Earth was like 
millions of years ago and how we can use 
fossils to tell us about the past. 

In Geography, pupils will research and 
locate different types of mountains and 
ranges and how they are formed 
including volcanoes. 

Pupils will also have the opportunity to 
learn about the importance of fossil fuels 
within the context of providing energy 
and why we need to begin to change. 

 

 

EARTH ROCKS 

       Literacy & Language 
 

Talk 4 Writing – Write a setting 
description to begin a story using new 
vocabulary. 

Information Texts & Non-Chronological 
Reports: Researching and producing 
information texts about fossils, 
volcanoes and mountain ranges. 

Shared Reading – Ice Palace by Robert 
Swindells 

 

 

Inspiration Day 
Erupting Volcanoes 

The structure of the Earth 
What on Earth are rocks? 

Visit to Wirksworth Stone Centre 
Outcome  

‘The Orchard Stone Centre’ museum  


